April 1, 2011

HONORING U.S. ARMY CORPORAL
JUSTIN ROSS’S SERVICE IN AF-
GHANISTAN

HON. REID J. RIBBLE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 1, 2011

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to re-
member and honor the life and sacrifice of
Corporal Justin Ross. A native of Howard,
Wisconsin, Cpl. Ross died while serving our
country in the Helmand province of Afghani-
stan.

Cpl. Ross was assigned to the 428th Engi-
neer Company, 863rd Battalion, U.S. Army
Reserve, Wausau, Wisconsin. Our hearts go
out to the Ross family and our prayers will be
with them all during this difficult time. Cpl.
Ross deserves nothing less than the eternal
gratitude of our nation. He’s a hero, and his
sacrifice will not be forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, Cpl. Ross embodied the best
qualities of a true American soldier. He was
selfless, dedicated and brave. He is remem-
bered by friends and family as a man with a
strong, quiet spirit who put the safety of his
fellow troops before his own and a man who
earned the unwavering respect of his peers.
Through his exemplary service, Cpl. Justin
Ross has made Northeast Wisconsin and his
country proud.

It is my honor to commemorate him and |
urge my colleagues to join me today in hon-
oring the life of Cpl. Justin Ross for the sac-
rifice he has made for the United States.

———

WALLACE HOPKINS RETIRES
AFTER 36 YEARS OF SERVICE TO
OUR NATION’S VETERANS

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 1, 2011

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a mixture of happiness and sadness that
| let my colleagues know of the retirement
today of Wallace M. Hopkins, the Director of
the Bay Pines VA Health Care System, after
36 years of dedicated and devoted service to
our nation’s veterans and the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

It has been my pleasure to work with Mr.
Hopkins for the past six years since his as-
signment to Bay Pines, which | have the privi-
lege to represent. While at Bay Pines and
throughout his career, Wally Hopkins’ work in
the field of Healthcare Systems Administration
and Management has enhanced the quality of
health care for our veterans for nearly four
decades. He began his distinguished VA ca-
reer in September 1975 as an Administrative
Resident at the lowa City VAMC. During the
next 35 years, Mr. Hopkins served in increas-
ingly more responsible administrative positions
in Washington, Indiana, and Minnesota. He
became the Director of the Brockton/West
Roxbury VAMC in 1988 and then moved to
Waco, Texas serving as Director there until
1996. Before coming to Bay Pines in 2005, he
served as the Director of the Amarillo, Texas
VA Health Care System.

Mr. Speaker, | am most familiar with Mr.
Hopkins’ leadership and commitment to the
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care of our veterans while he has served as
Director of the Bay Pines Healthcare System,
one of the largest and most complex
healthcare systems in the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. The numerous accomplishments
and accolades that the staff at Bay Pines has
earned during the tenure of Mr. Hopkins are
indicative of his commitment to excellence.
These awards include the 2008 Robert W.
Carey Performance Excellence Award, the
2009 Robert W. Carey Performance Excel-
lence Trophy, and 2010 Robert W. Carey Cir-
cle of Excellence Award, the three highest
honors a VA hospital can earn. In 2007, 2008
and 2009, Bay Pines was ranked one of the
highest of all Veterans Affairs Medical Centers
in national performance measures for quality
healthcare, access to services, and veteran
and employee satisfaction rates. The Bay
Pines Nursing Service has been nationally
recognized with two 2007 Office of Nursing
Service Innovation Awards and in 2009, they
won the top award for the “Let’'s Get Certified”
campaign by having the highest increase in in-
dividual nursing achievements of specialty cer-
tifications. Bay Pines received a top award
from the American Heart Association and the
American Stroke Association for implementing
measures adhering to the two organizations’
highest standards of stroke care and treat-
ment. The Associations’ Get with the Guide-
lines Stroke (GWTG-Stroke) Silver Perform-
ance Achievement Award recognized Bay
Pines for its comprehensive system of high
standard measures and for being the first VA
facility to be recognized with the Performance
Achievement Award. National Systems Rede-
sign awards were also presented to Bay Pines
for streamlining patient flow process in the in-
patient and outpatient setting.

Bay Pines has undergone much needed
growth in its services and facilities under the
leadership of Wally Hopkins. These include
the expansion of the emergency department
with state of the art imaging and diagnostic
equipment, a completely renovated and ex-
panded suite of Intensive Care Units, numer-
ous enhancements and expansion efforts in
types of cardiology services offered, expanded
high-tech equipment for radiology and nuclear
medicine including a new PET CT and new
Radiation Oncology and Cancer Infusion Cen-
ter and a fully renovated, completely self sus-
taining laundry plant that supports three major
Veterans Healthcare Administration facilities.
His direct interest in serving the clinical needs
of veterans is apparent in the number of major
and minor construction projects currently tak-
ing place throughout the Bay Pines Healthcare
System. At Bay Pines, these include the Men-
tal Health Center, Inpatient Ward Renovation
Project, Outpatient Surgery Center, Eye Cen-
ter, Research Center and outside of the main
campus the Lee County Clinic and the expan-
sion of services and the nearly doubling the
amount of Community Based Outpatients Clin-
ic space throughout the system’s ten county
catchment area.

Wallace Hopkins’ commitment to caring for
our Nation’s veterans comes from the heart.
He is a highly decorated veteran himself hav-
ing served in Vietnam as an Air Force F-4 re-
connaissance pilot. He earned a Master of
Science degree in Health Care Administration
in 1976 from Trinity University in San Antonio,
Texas. Prior to his graduate studies, he
earned a Bachelor of Business Administration
degree from Southwest Texas State University
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in 1968 and he is a Fellow of the American
College of Healthcare Executives.

Mr. Speaker, as | said at the outset, it is
with some degree of sadness that we say
goodbye to Wally Hopkins as the Director of
the Bay Pines Healthcare System. He has led
the staff there to the pinnacle of quality care
for the veterans of our community. But | know
that the skill and dedication with which he has
led will pass down to the next leadership team
and will continue to ensure that our veterans
receive the highest quality of care which they
have earned and which they deserve.

And | am happy for Mr. Hopkins and his
wife Susan, who has been a true partner in
his life-long service to veterans, as he retires
from a career in which he has excelled. He is
a true patriot as anyone who has heard him
speak on Memorial Day can attest. And | am
happy that he will remain a part of our com-
munity in which he has been active in many
important areas since arriving in Pinellas
County six years ago. Please join me in say-
ing thank you to Mr. Wallace M. Hopkins for
a job and a career well done and wishing him
and his wife all the best in their retirement.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 1, 2011

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, on April 1,
2011, | was absent from the House and
missed rollcall votes 215 through 224.

Had | been present for rollcall 215, agreeing
to the amendment, Adam B. Schiff of Cali-
fornia Amendment No. 29 to H.R. 658, the
FAA Reauthorization and Reform Act of 2011,
| would have voted “aye.”

Had | been present for rollcall 216, agreeing
to the amendment, Pete Sessions of Texas
Amendment No. 20 to H.R. 658, the FAA Re-
authorization and Reform Act of 2011, | would
have voted “no.”

Had | been present for rollcall 217, agreeing
to the amendment, Steven C. LaTourette of
Ohio Amendment No. 21 to H.R. 658, the FAA
Reauthorization and Reform Act of 2011, |
would have voted “aye.”

Had | been present for rollcall 218, agreeing
to the amendment, Bill Shuster of Pennsyl-
vania Amendment No. 24 to H.R. 658, the
FAA Reauthorization and Reform Act of 2011,
| would have voted “no.”

Had | been present for rollcall 219, on a mo-
tion to recommit with instructions H.R. 658,
the FAA Reauthorization and Reform Act of
2011, | would have voted “aye.”

Had | been present for rollcall 220, on pas-
sage of H.R. 658, the FAA Reauthorization
and Reform Act of 2011, | would have voted
“no.”

Had | been present for rollcall 221, on a mo-
tion to order the previous question on the rule
for H. Res. 194, Providing for consideration of
H.R. 1255, the Government Shutdown Preven-
tion Act of 2011, | would have voted “no.”

Had | been present for rollcall 222, on
agreeing to H. Res. 194, Providing for consid-
eration of H.R. 1255, the Government Shut-
down Prevention Act of 2011, | would have
voted “no.”

Had | been present for rollcall 223, on a mo-
tion to recommit with instructions H.R. 1255,
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the Government Shutdown Prevention Act of
2011, | would have voted “aye.”

Had | been present for rollcall 224, on pas-
sage of H.R. 1255, the Government Shutdown
Prevention Act of 2011, | would have voted
“no.”

RECOGNITION OF REITZ MEMO-
RIAL HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BAS-
KETBALL TEAM

HON. LARRY BUCSHON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 1, 2011

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Reitz Memorial High School
Girls Basketball Team from Evansville, Indi-
ana. On March 5, 2011, the Lady Tigers won
the Indiana High School Athletic Association’s
Class 3A State Championship for the first time
in school history. Today, | would like to con-
gratulate Coach Bruce Dockery and the 16
young ladies for their success.

After a regular season of 21 wins and only
1 loss, Coach Dockery led his #1 ranked team
to the school’s second appearance in the state
finals in Fort Wayne, Indiana where it took a
58 to 50 overtime victory against #3 ranked
Benton Central to bring home their first cham-
pionship. | would also like to commend Coach
David Baxter and his team for their excep-
tional season.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate the
Lady Tigers of Reitz Memorial High School for
their hard work and dedication that culminated
with a record of 28 wins and 1 loss in Coach
Dockery’s 23rd season and their first ever In-
diana High School Athletic Association’s Girls
Basketball Title.

MEMORIAL LADY TIGERS

Rachel Davidson

Nicci Bland

Ruth Hedrick

Maggie Minnette

Sarah Stone

Grace Shymanski

Natalie Cohimeyer

Jena Lutz

Anna Hackert

Marie Hackert

Emily Nesbitt

Mallory Ladd

Head Coach: Bruce Dockery

Asst. Coaches: Monica Auker, Whitney Jen-
kins, Thom Endress, Joan Miller

Student Managers: Emily Purdue, Kelsey
Falls, Jessica Durcholz

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 1, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on
Wednesday, March 30, 2011, | missed rollcall
vote No. 202. Had | been present, | would
have voted “nay.”
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HONORING MEMORABLE FACTOR’S
OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENTS

HON. TIM SCOTT

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 1, 2011

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
to recognize and honor Memorable “Mem”
Factor of Charleston, SC and to congratulate
him for winning first place in the first grade di-
vision at the State MathFest competition and
for being named a National Champion of Le
Grand Concours 2010 French Competition.

Whereas, the members of the U.S. House
of Representatives are pleased to learn that
Memorable “Mem” Factor took first place hon-
ors at the State MathFest competition and was
named a national champion of Le Grand
Concours 2010 national French competition;
and

Whereas, six-year-old Mem Factor’s two fa-
vorite activities are math and basketball, and
he thinks “being good at math is really cool”;
and

Whereas, he had very big shoes to fill at
MathFest because last year’s first grade win-
ner was his sister Cailley Factor, and for the
first time in the six years of the competition’s
history, siblings became State winners in the
same year when his sister took top honors this
year for the second grade; and

Whereas, his sister also won a national first
place in the 1A category of Le Grand
Concours in 2008, and “Mem” followed her
once again in the 1A category for children in
the first through third grades by winning it this
year; and

Whereas, also fluent in Mandarin and Span-
ish, he earned the highest score in the United
States in his category and says he loves ev-
erything French, especially the food; and

Whereas, the national French exam, con-
sisting of oral and written portions, is given by
the American Association of Teachers of
French to over one hundred thousand French
students in all fifty States and abroad; and

Whereas, this years South Carolina
MathFest was held in Columbia, and four
thousand math students from around the State
competed in the State’s competition of the na-
tional math contest; and

Whereas, a group of elementary educators
created MathFest in 2001 to provide an ex-
tended math initiative that would motivate stu-
dents, parents, and teachers to raise the
standards and expectations in math; and

Whereas, the founder of MathFest, Dr. Ron
Boykins, hopes to generate enthusiasm for
math in the elementary years in order to pro-
vide students with necessary skills to compete
in middle and high school; and

Whereas, the members of the U.S. House
of Representatives are pleased that talent and
hard work have brought this success to Mem
Factor, and they are grateful for the pride and
recognition he has brought to his home school
and to his community. Now, therefore, the
members of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, by this resolution, recognize and honor
Memorable “Mem” Factor of Charleston, SC
and congratulate him for winning first place in
the first grade division at the State MathFest
competition and for being named a national
champion of Le Grand Concours 2010 French
competition.

April 1, 2011

Be it further resolved that a copy of this res-
olution be provided to Memorable “Mem” Fac-
tor.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RICK BERG

OF NORTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, April 1, 2011

Mr. BERG. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 210,
had | been present, | would have voted “no.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. WALLY HERGER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, April 1, 2011
Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.

216, | inadvertently voted “no,” when | meant
to vote “yes.”

———

RECOGNIZING THE 2010-2011 CON-
GRESSIONAL YOUTH ADVISORY
COUNCIL FOR 500 HOURS OF OUT-
STANDING SERVICE TO THE
COMMUNITY—ANDREW BALDWIN

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 1, 2011

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure and privilege to inform the
Members of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives that the students of the 2010-2011 Con-
gressional Youth Advisory Council (CYAC)
from the Third District of Texas have com-
pleted a total of 500 community service hours,
fulfilling and far-surpassing the requirements
of their assigned CYAC in the Community
service project.

This year 46 students from public, private,
and home schools in grades 10 through 12
made their voices heard by joining CYAC. As
the Third District's young ambassadors to
Congress, these bright high school students
met with me on a quarterly basis to discuss
current events and public policy. These im-
pressive young people recognize an important
truth: the heart of public service is found when
giving back to the community. CYAC students
volunteered their time and talents with over 30
organizations  including  Adopt-A-Highway,
Habitat for Humanity, Meals on Wheels, Teen
Court, and the USO, to name a few. As one
student shared, “CYAC in the Community has
allowed me to realize my calling to serve
those in the U.S. Armed Forces.” | am beyond
thrilled that CYAC has helped students un-
leash their full potential and chase their
dreams.

President George H.W. Bush once said, “A
volunteer is a person who can see what oth-
ers cannot see; who can feel what most do
not feel. Often, such gifted persons do not
think of themselves as volunteers, but as citi-
zens—citizens in the fullest sense: partners in
civilization.”

With this statement as a benchmark, | am
proud to congratulate the members of the
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